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TO  THE 


TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  third  annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  your  district. 

the  most  important  work  during  the  year  has  been  the  drawing 
up  of  plans  for  the  making  of  new  roads,  this  work  will  add  much  to 
the  appearance  of  the  Town  and  help  to  maintain  its  popularity.  I  hope 
that  the  Council,  when  the  work  of  road-making  has  once  been  begun, 
will  take  in  hand  several  other  roads  which  have  never  been  properly 
made  up  and  have  a  very  neglected  appearance. 

The  healthy  situation  of  the  Town  is  attracting  a  very  desirable 
class  of  inhabitants,  notably  Engine  Room  Artificers  and  others  of  similar 
rank,  who  are  glad  to  find  a  moderate  sized  house  with  pleasant  sur¬ 
roundings.  1  am  glad  to  know  that  the  Council  are  doing  their  best  to 
ensure  their  comfort  and  well-being.  I  beg  to  thank  the  Council,  and 
more  especially  the  Sanitary  Committee,  for  the  courteous  and  careful 
attention  they  have  given  to  any  matters  1  have  had  to  lay  before  them, 
and  also  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  F.  A.  Clark,  for  the  valuable  help  and  advice 
which  he  has  given  me  at  various  times. 

I  also  wish  to  acknowledge  the  high  standard  of  work  maintained 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Britton- Jones,  whose  report  accompanies  this. 
His  pupil,  Mr.  Northmore,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  Devonport. 

1  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
3-t  Bristol  and  heard  much  of  the  work  of  others,  most  of  whom  devote 
their  whole  time  to  public  health  work,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  also 
present  during  the  whole  Conference.  I  hope  to  attend  the  Conference 
which  is  to  be  held  this  year  at  Dublin  in  June. 

I  am,  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SYDNEY  G.  VINTER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION  AND  OCCUPATION 
OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

The  Population  of  Torpoint  is  interested  almost  entirely  in  the 
Navy  and  Dockyard,  and  as  such  is  as  a  rule  unaffected  by  vicissitudes 
of  trade  ;  but  in  common  with  the  large  neighbouring  Towns  it  has 
experienced  distress,  caused  by  the  large  number  of  men  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  discharges  from  the  Dockyard  and  the  completion  of 
the  Extension  Works.  Never  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  has  there  been  such  a  considerable  number  of  men  of  good 

a  -  *  . 

character  and  good  physique  unable  to  find  work  here  and  not  knowing 
where  else  to  find  it. 

The  Number  of  Houses  at  the  end  of  June,  1906,  was  755,  of  which 
44  were  empty  ;  taking  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  to  be  the 
same  as  at  the  last  census,  namely  6,  this  would  give  a  population  of 
4266,  an  increase  of  162  over  the  number  last  year,  4104. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

There  is  a  good  system  of  sewerage,  discharging  at  five  points  into 
the  Hamoaze. 

The  Sewers  are  unventilated,  with  the  exception  of  one  ventilating 
shaft  at  the  back  of  Moor  View.  More  of  the  shafts  are  needed  to  relieve 
the  pressure  of  gas  in  the  sewers,  the  gas  escaping  by  the  man-holes  in 
the  road  is  frequently  a  nuisance.  I  hope  that  this  matter  will  have  the 
careful  attention  of  the  Council  during  the  present  year. 


REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 

The  removal  is  carried  out  by  public  scavenger,  the  work  being 
tendered  for  each  year.  The  Contractor  has  done  his  work  well  and 
obligingly. 

I  regret  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  were  unable  to  sanction  the 
passing  of  a  bye-law  making  the  provision  of  sanitary  dust-bins  compulsory. 
The  receptacles  at  present  provided  are  often  old  boxes,  out  of  repair  and 
of  awkward  size  and  shape,  adding  much  to  the  difficulty  of  efficient 


scavenging. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  is  derived  from  a  reservoir  at  Crafthole,  about  six  miles 
distant ;  it  is  subject  to  filtration  at  Torpoint.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  thickness  of  the  sand  on  the  filter  beds,  reported  upon  last  year, 
is  still  inadequate,  no  fresh  sand  having  been  procured.  The  depth  of 
sand  is  still  only  8  inches  or  less,  instead  of  3  feet,  and  consequently  the 
rate  of  filtration,  which  should  not  be  more  than  gallons  per  hour  per 
square  foot  of  filter  bed,  works  out  instead  at  5!  gallons. 

The  Analyst  to  the  Clinical  Research  Society  reports  the  water  as 
“  a  fairly  good  drinking  water  and  of  moderate  hardness  as  judged  by  chemical 
analysis."  The  reservoir  and  other  water  works  are  excellently  kept. 

In  quantity  the  supply  was  inadequate  during  the  drier  summer 
months,  and  the  supply  cut  down  to  a  few  hours  a  day,  causing  great 
inconvenience. 

Owing  to  the  Town  having  grown  up  the  hill  towards  the  filter- 
beds  there  is  very  little  pressure  in  those  parts.  It  takes  25  minutes  in 
some  few  houses  to  fill  an  ordinary  bucket,  while  the  flush  tanks  which  are  a 
few  feet  higher  than  the  taps  fill  only  twice  in  24  hours.  This  is  not  an 
adequate  supply,  and  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  Council  hope  shortly 
to  furnish  these  houses  with  an  adequate  supply  at  a  reasonable  pressure. 


PLACES  OVER  WHICH  THE  COUNCIL  HAVE  SUPERVISION. 

The  Bakehouses  are  all  registered  and  are  well  kept. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  are  not  registered,  but  owners  have  been  called 
upon  to  register ;  when  registered,  extensive  structural  alterations  in  one, 
and  some  slight  alteration  in  the  other  two  cases  will  be  required. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  are  regulary  inspected  and  are 
well  kept,  very  evident  pride  being  taken  in  several  cases  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  are  maintained.  Notices  to  apply  for  registration  have  been 
issued. 

The  Workshops  are  inspected  regularly.  Want  of  ventilation  was 
found  in  one  case,  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  in  three,  and  defective 
accommodation  in  one  ;  all  these  defects  have  been  remedied. 

THE  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. — Owing  to  the  uncertainty  which 
existed  in  elementary  educational  matters  during  most  of  the  year,  the 
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managers  have  done  nothing  to  improve  the  urinal  accommodation  in  the 
Boys'  School.  Nothing  can  justify  further  delay  in  carrying  out  work  which 
the  managers  acknowledge  to  be  necessary  ;  the  danger  of  the  present 
condition  has  repeatedly  been  pointed  out  to  them,  and  it  has  been  the  cause 
of  several  cases  of  follicular  tonsillitis. 

1  HE  WESLEYAN  SCHOOLS  are  satisfactory. 


BYE-LAWS. 

No  legal  steps  have  been  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the  bye-laws, 
written  or  verbal  notice  of  their  infringement  having  been  sufficient  in  all  cases 

The  District  Council  will  be  asked  to  sanction  a  bye-law  prohibiting 
the  trespassing  by  fowls  on  the  roads  and  back  lanes ;  fowls  and  the  food 
thrown  out  for  them  have  given  an  untidy  appearance,  and  in  some  cases  have 
been  an  actual  nuisance. 


NUISANCES. 

The  number  of  fresh  closets  provided  in  the  District  at  our  request 
during  the  year  is  8. 

Notice  has  been  given  to  the  owners  of  two  houses  in  King  Street, 
owned  by  different  owners  but  having  only  one  w.c  ,  and  that  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road,  that  a  second  w.c.  and  a  gully  must  be  provided.  There 
are  23  people  in  the  two  houses;  there  is  no  gully  for  emptying  the  slop 
water,  the  result  being  that  the  inhabitants  use  the  ordinary  road  gully  for 
the  purpose. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported,  in  two  it  was  found 
that  there  was  no  real  overcrowding,  the  complaint  by  the  neighbours  being 
due  more  to  the  dirty  appearance  of  the  houses  and  the  children  living  in 
them.  These  houses  will  be  visited  again  shortly. 

In  one  case  the  overcrowding  has  been  reduced.  In  one  case  in  Harvey 
Street  there  was  found  to  be  a  deplorable  absence  of  bedding  and  cleanliness, 
though  the  earnings  of  the  family  were  good.  A  formal  notice  to  the  land¬ 
lord  has  resulted  in  considerable  improvement  both  in  comfort  and  cleanliness, 
n  spite  of  their  surroundings  the  children  were  of  good  physique. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  houses  in  which  improvement  has 
resulted  from  occasional  visits  of  inspection  and  a  warning  that  people  are  not 
allowed  to  live  in  a  dirty  condition. 
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I  am  pleased  that  the  Council  has  decided  to  reconstruct  part  of  the 
interior  of  the  Public  Urinal,  a  work  which  is  much  needed. 

In  Arthur  terrace,  on  examining  the  drains  of  one  of  the  houses,  it 

was  found  that  although  the  main  drain  of  the  house  is  carried  out  in  each 

case  to  the  back  lane,  the  water  from  the  yard  of  each  house  is  carried  under 

the  passage  of  the  next  house ;  notices  will  be  served  for  the  remedy  of  this 
defect. 

Parly  m  the  year  I  reported  to  the  St.  Germans  Guardians  on  the 
insanitary  condition  of  the  Workhouse,  they  decided  to  have  the  whole 
sanitary  work  relaid  with  proper  inspection  chambers  and  other  modern  re¬ 
quirements.  When  the  old  drains  were  opened  up  they  were  found  to  be 
very  faulty,  both  in  construction  and  repair,  and  to  have  been  a  very  great 
danger  to  the  inmates.  The  new  work  has  been  excellently  carried  out 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  surveyor  of  the  St.  Germans  District  Council. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  was  30,  compared 
with  24  in  1905,  and  19  in  1904. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Cases  of  this  disease  appeared  in  the  district — in 
January  (1),  in  April  (3),  in  July  (5),  in  September  (3),  in  October  (1),  the 
disease  had  existed  in  a  severe  form  in  different  parts  of  Devonshire  and 
Cornwall.  The  case  which  occurred  in  January  was  contracted  at  Devoaport, 
those  in  September  at  Falmouth.  We  have  been  fortunate  with  so  many 
cases  of  this  disease  around  us  in  escaping  any  real  epidemic. 

Typhoid.— The  6  cases  notified  occurred  as  follows  in  February  (1), 
in  April  (1),  in  October  (1),  in  November  (2)  in  December  (1) ;  of  these  cases 
four  were  contracted  elsewhere. 

Small-pox.  This  disease  existed  in  the  Three  Towns  during  the  year, 
one  case  occurred  in  Torpoint,  but  the  patient  unconscious  of  the  nature  of  her 
illness,  went  to  a  neighbouring  village  to  be  nursed  by  her  friends  and  there 
the  case  was  very  efficiently  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  St.  Germans  Rural  District. 

Diphtheria.— Six  cases  were  notified — in  April  (1),  August  (1),  in 
September  (1),  in  October  (1),  and  in  November  (2);  the  case  in  \pril  was  at 
the  Workhouse,  and  it  was  owing  to  this  case  that  the  work  mentioned  above 
has  been  carried  out. 


There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  district,  and  negotiations  with 
other  districts  for  a  joint  hospital  have  broken  down  ;  this  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted  as  in  many  cases  two  or  more  families  live  in  one  house,  a  case  of 
infectious  disease  therefore  involves  inconvenience  and  loss  to  more  than 
one  family. 


LIGHTING. 

Great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  lighting  of  the  town  during 
the  past  year,  but  the  practice  of  not  lighting  the  lamps  foi  four  nights  at  full 
moon  should  be  discontinued.  Frequently  these  evenings  are  quite  dark. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  birth  rate,  which  is  31-88  per 
1000  compared  with  32-89  per  1000  last  year,  and  39  7  Per  1000  m  i9°4*  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  26-3  per  1000. 

The  death  rate  was  15-47  per  1000,  compared  with  12-9  per  1000  last 
year,  though  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  deaths  of  several  aged 
people,  it  is  still  very  low. 

SYDNEY  G.  VINTER, 

D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.  eng,,  L.R.C.P.  lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  1. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1906  and 

previous  Years. 


TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District. 
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in  Public 
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3 
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4 
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3 
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163 
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13 
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68 
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5 
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63 
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7 
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66 
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18 

12 

0 

54 
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4266 
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15 
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81 
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17 

15 

0 

66 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1906 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 
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Under  i 

i  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  *o  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

... 

Diphtheria 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

5 

7 

1 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Relapsing  Fever.  .. 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague 

»  •  • 

TOTALS 

30 

7 

12 

1 

10 
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3 
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4 
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5 
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7 
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1 

I 

1 

1 
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2 

1 

. 

Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

! 

1 
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Q 

O 

•) 

1 
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2 

1 

1 
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3 

1 

2 

1 
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2 

1 

1 
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9 

Li 

9 

Li 

1 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

9 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

2 

5 

5 

9 

Li 

Diseases  and  accidents  ot  parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

16 

6 

10 

2 
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Q 

O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

15 

0 

O 

1 

- 

1 

2 

8 

9 

All  causes 

64 

14 

5 

3 

3 

17 

22 

17 

TABLE  IV, 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  igo6. 
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V 

■u 

£ 
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i 
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All  Causes — 

Certified 
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5 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

0 

Common  Infectious  Diseases 
Small-pox  ... 
Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 
Diphtheria:  Croup  ... 
Whooping  cough 
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Erysipelas 
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Bronchitis 
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Other  causes 

2 

1 

2 

1 

i 

! 

O 

1 

o 

Li 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

o 

Li 

1 

O 

O 

l 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

Population  4266. 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate  136  ;  illegitimate  0. 
Deaths  in  the  year  ,,  13  ;  ,,  0. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  66. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1906. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Torpoint  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
for  1906,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  privilege 
afforded  me  of  attending  the  Conference  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  at 
Bristol,  last  July.  At  these  conferences  matters  of  the  greatest  importance 
are  brought  forward  by  the  most  eminent  sanitarians  of  the  day,  and  the 
latest  and  best  appliances  are  also  upon  exhibit.  A  great  deal  of  consider¬ 
ation  is  due  to  these  conferences,  as  the  benefits  are  great  to  those  engaged 
in  Public  Health  Work,  and  thus  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  district  generally. 


Probably  the  most  important  item  to  report  this  year  is  the  redraimng 
of  the  Workhouse.  In  consequence  of  a  child,  who  had  not  been  out  of  the 
workhouse,  developing  Diphtheria,  which  proved  fatal.  The  whole  of  the 
drainage  was  tested,  by  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
these  proved  to  be  in  a  deplorable  condition,  leakages  and  defects  being  found 
everywhere ;  these  matters  were  the  subject  of  a  special  report  to  the  St. 
Germans  Board  of  Guardians.  I  afterwards  met  their  Works  Committee, 
and  personally  pointed  out  where  the  most  serious  defects  were,  and  also 
proved  to  their  satisfaction,  by  means  of  the  smoke  testing  machine,  how  bad 

the  drainage  was. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  in  a  position  to  report  that  this  has  been  the  means 
of  the  whole  of  the  workhouse  drainage  being  relaid.  It  is  now  properly 
intercepted  and  ventilated,  there  are  also  a  number  of  chambers  provided  with 
proper  covers,  for  purpose  of  easy  inspection.  This  has  caused  a  great  amount 
of  work  and  has  entailed  rather  a  large  outlay,  several  old  and  obsolete  W.C.’s 
have  been  replaced,  and  new  urinals  fixed.  Altogether  these  are  great  im- 
provements  which  were  much  needed. 


I  am  also  pleased  to  report  that  plans  for  the  building  of  a  new 
ante-room  and  sanitary  accommodation,  at  the  Good  Templars’  Hall  have 
been  passed,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  work  will  be  started 
in  the  near  future.  When  this  has  been  sewered  all  the  premises  within  this 
area  which  have  W.C.  accommodation  will  be  connected  to  the  sewer,  and 
thus  the  undesirable  practice  of  discharging  sewage  upon  the  beach  will  be 
done  away  with. 

This  building  is  largely  used  by  the  Public,  and  the  improvements  will 
be  greatly  appreciated. 

1  am  glad  to  know  the  Council  have  now  decided  to  alter  the  Public 
Urinal  at  the  bottom  of  the  Town.  This  has  been  a  constant  nuisance  and 
far  from  a  credit  to  the  district.  I  brought  this  matter  to  your  attention  in 
April  last,  and  it  has  been  continually  put  off  until  now.  It  is  gratifying  to 
know  we  are  taking  the  proper  steps  to  abate  a  nuisance  which  we  should 
not  have  allowed  to  exist  anything  like  so  long  upon  private  premises.  The 
urinal  is  to  be  made  sanitary,  and  will  then  be  quite  up  to  date,  and  a  credit 
to  the  District. 

During  the  year  1  had  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Education  Committee  at  Saltash  to  the  question  of  lime-washing  at  the 
schools,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  this  has  had  the  desired  effect.  The 
schools  are  much  better  in  this  respect  than  they  have  been  in  former  years. 

Nothing  however  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  sanitary  defects  at  the 
National  Schools,  although  repeated  promises  have  been  made  ;  this  matter 
is  again  the  subject  of  a  special  report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Contractor  reasonably  well.  I  would  however  again  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  the  desirability  of  a  bi-weekly  collection  of  house  refuse,  the 
accumulation  is  very  large  in  some  of  our  common  courts,  also  in  tenanted 
and  business  houses.  The  ashpits  and  receptacles  are  usually  quite  unsuitable 
or  inadequate.  For  these  reasons  it  would  be  desirable  and  beneficial  in  the 
interest  of  health  and  cleanliness  to  have  the  collection  made  oftener,  in  these 
parts  at  least. 

Fowls  being  allowed  to  run  into  the  back  lanes  are  still  the  cause  of 
great  nuisance;  all  kinds  of  waste  food  and  refuse  is  thrown  out  for  them  to 
feed  upon,  and  as  the  back  lanes  (particularly  in  the  new  districts)  are  not 
yet  made  up,  being  simply  a  quagmire  during  the  winter,  it  will  readily  be 


seen  how  bad  it  is  to  have  this  mud,  decaying  waste,  and  fowls  manure  lying 
in  the  lanes,  and  quite  a  danger  to  the  public  health.  I  have  had  many 
discussions  with  the  upon  the  subject,  who  suggests  a  bye-law  to 

deal  with  the  matter. 

I  have  pushed  forward  as  far  as  possible  with  an  house  to  house  in¬ 
spection  of  the  District,  and  have  practically  completed  this  in  the  older 
parts. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  work  accomplished  during 
the  year : — 


Number  of  Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

56 

?? 

Choked  Drains  cleared 

70 

5) 

W.C.’s  Flushed 

11 

y> 

Refuse  receptacles  provided 

10 

?  •> 

New  W.C.’s  built  ... 

8 

Houses  newly  supplied  with  Town  water  ... 

1 

Houses  Cleansed,  disinfected  and  lime-washed 

26 

Houses  found  with  defective  ventilation  under 

the  floors,  and  remedied 

4 

Total 

186 

It  is  again  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  so  many  amendments  without 
having  had  to  use  pressure  in  any  case,  it  is  a  proof  that  the  inhabitants  are 
willing  to  do  their  best  to  meet  our  requirements,  when  shown  that  these  are 
reasonable  and  in  the  interests  of  themselves. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  various  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  have  been  visited, 
and  instructions  given  as  to  the  isolatior,  etc.;  disinfectants  have  also  been 
supplied,  and  when  the  patients  have  recovered,  or  the  cases  at  an  end,  the 
premises  have  been  fumigated. 

In  one  of  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  which  proved  fatal,  the  bedding, 
etc.,  w^as  destroyed  by  burning,  with  the  owner’s  sanction,  for  which  a 
small  compensation  was  paid. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

All  the  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  owners 
have  been  called  upon  to  apply  for  registration.  d  hey  have  also  been  given 
to  understand  what  our  requirements  will  be,  and  that  these  premises  must 
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not  be  used  for  stables  or  Coach-houses,  as  at  present.  There  seems  a  general 
willingness  to  alter  their  premises  to  meet  these  requirements.  I  therefore 
hope  to  be  able  to  report  this  matter  as  completed  by  next  year.  The  general 
cleanliness  throughout  the  year  has  been  good. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

I  have  served  notices  upon  all  keepers  of  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milk- 
shops,  intimating  that  they  must  apply  to  be  registered.  I  have  received 
replies  from  most  of  them  asking  to  be  put  upon  the  register. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  visited  the  cowsheds  frequently,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  they  are  kept  in  a  most  excellent  condition,  every  effoit 
being  made  to  promote  cleanliness. 

The  Dairies  and  Milkshops  have  also  been  regularly  inspected  ;  and 
these  and  the  utensils  are  clean  and  well  kept. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP’S  ACT,  1901. 

The  usual  inspections  of  work-places,  bakehouses,  etc.,  have  been 
carried  out,  and  leave  very  little  to  be  desired.  At  present  there  are  21  upon 
the  register,  including  5  bakehouses,  as  against  22  for  last  year. 

We  have  received  two  lists  of  out- workers  from  other  authorities,  and 
there  have  been  four  extra  sanitary  conveniences  provided. 


SEWERS. 

The  greatest  trouble  experienced  in  connection  with  our  sewers  during 
the  year  was  caused  by  the  foul  smells  arising  from  the  manholes  in  the  streets, 
particularly  upon  the  higher  levels,  arising  from  the  absence  of  ventilating 
shafts.  A  large  number  of  complaints  was  relieved,  and  no  doubt  the  nuisance 
was  very  bad.  Every  effort  was  made  to  minimise  this  as  far  as  conditions 
would  allow,  the  sewers  were  flushed  regularly,  strong  disinfectants  were  placed 
in  the  dirt  boxes  of  the  manholes,  and  some  of  the  worst  were  closed  down,  but 
we  shall  certainly  have  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  ventilating  shafts  before 
we  can  hope  to  overcome  this  trouble. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  made  by  the  re-building  of  the  manhole 
upon  the  mud  below  Lobb’s  Hill.  This  manhole  has  given  trouble  for  some 
considerable  time,  and  at  each  tide  it  allowed  a  great  amount  of  sewage  to 
deposit  upon  the  beach,  this  has  now  been  entirely  overcome.  A  substantial 
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manhole,  built  of  concrete,  and  fitted  with  a  solid  iron  cover,  has  been  placed 
there  by  our  own  workmen,  who  carried  out  the  work  exceedingly  well,  and  at 
a  very  small  outlay  of  money. 

A  choking  in  the  sewer  along  Kings  Terrace  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  was  cleared  by  our  own  men. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  ol  water,  the  flushing  of  the  sewers  during  the 
summer  months  had  again  to  be  carried  out  by  means  of  the  water-cart,  this 
of  course  added  considerably  to  the  cost. 


DRAIN  TESTING. 

I  have  to  express  my  best  thanks  to  the  Council  for  providing  me  with 
the  set  of  expanding  stoppers  for  drain-testing,  which  I  asked  for  last  year. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  these  must  have  already  paid  for  themselves. 
I  have  had  them  in  constant  use  for  the  best  part  of  the  year ;  they  have  saved 
a  great  amount  of  time,  are  a  great  convenience,  and  enable  the  testing  to  be 
carried  out  thoroughly. 

As  I  have  already  mentioned,  the  smoke  machine  was  of  great  assistance 
in  proving  the  defects  in  the  drainage  at  the  Workhouse.  Owing  to  the  com¬ 
plicated  way  the  pipes  were  laid,  the  machine  was  in  constant  use  there 
for  two  weeks. 

The  number  of  drains  tested  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  those  at  the 
Workhouse,  was  62  as  against  71  last  year. 


WATER. 

This  subject  has  again  proved  very  trying  and  most  serious  for  more 
districts  than  ours.  Although  we  had  to  considerably  shorten  the  hours  of 
supply,  when  we  consider  the  rainfall  generally,  w-e  have  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  in  having  got  through  the  year  as  well  as  we  did.  It  was  only  by 
constant  attention  and  careful  management  that  this  was  accomplished. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  give  here  the  rainfall  of  Cornwall  from  official 
figures  for  several  years  past  : — 

I9°3  ••••  50*93  inches.  1905  ...  33-96  inches 

1904  ...  42-45  „  1906  ...  39-42  „ 


I  would  also  point  out  that  during  1905  we  had  the  lowest  rainfall  since 
1887,  it  will  thus  be  readily  seen  why  we  had  so  trying  a  time  during  the 
summer  of  1906. 

The  rainfall  has  been  steadily  decreasing  for  some  years,  making  it 
imperative  that  we  should  look  farther  afield  for  augmentation  to  our  present 
supply. 

The  severe  frosts  at  the  close  of  the  past  year  have  driven  the  springs 
back  considerably,  this  together  with  an  exceedingly  small  rainfall  of  173 
inches  for  January,  1907,  against  674  for  January,  1906  (which  was  a  bad  year), 
all  point  to  grave  dangers  ahead. 

It  is  a  matter  for  great  regret  that  we  have  been  unable  to  procure 
suitable  sand  for  the  filter  beds,  as  during  the  year  by  the  constant  scraping 
and  cleaning  we  have  reduced  the  thickness  of  the  filtering  medium  until  we 
are  quite  as  low  as  last  year,  and  certainly  much  lower  than  we  ought  to  be. 
With  the  present  state  of  the  reservoir  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  if  we  shall 
be  able  to  spare  any  water  for  sand-washing,  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  use 
every  effort  to  get  sand  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  probably  due  to  the  water-supply  being  so  restricted  during  the 
vear  that  so  many  choked  drains  were  found. 

Number  of  new  houses  supplied  with  water 

during  the  year  17  ;  last  year  ...  ...  28 

Town  water  taken  into  old  houses  1  ;  last  year  ...  4 

Washers  supplied  and  fixed  by  the  Council  217  ;  last  year  107 


NEW  HOUSES. 

The  inspection  of  new  houses  has  again  been  of  great  importance,  17 
new  houses  having  been  erected  during  the  year. 

In  each  case  the  “  bottom  for  foundations,”  “  the  foundations,”  “  the 
damp  course,”  “  ventilation  under  the  floors,”  etc.,  have  all  been  inspected  ; 
the  drains  were  also  tested  in  each  case. 


I  beg  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council,  and  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  the  kindness  and  support  they  have  always  accorded  me 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


I  have  the  honour,  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BRITTON-JONES,  (c.R.s.i.) 


